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What is rifual

“an organised pattern of words, symbols
and actions which the members of a

community use to interpret and enact

for themselves, and to express and
transmit o others theirrelation to reality.”

Victor Turner
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Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi, Lex Vivendi

In spite of the strong influence of the mysteriological psychology on the one hand and the ascetical-
individualistic psychology on the other, the Ordo as such has remained organically connected with
the theology of time which contained its original organizing principle. This theology of time was
obscured and eclipsed by “secondary” layers in the Ordo, but it remained always as the foundation
of its inner logic and the principle of its inner unity. (Schmemann, Introduction to Liturgical Theology

p214)
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No symbolical explanation, no mysteriological piety and no ascetical
individualism could obscure completely the unchanging essential nature of
worship as the Church’s act of self-revelation, self-fulfilment, self-realisation.

... Inits essential and eternal logic, it was, is and always will be the Ordo of
the Church’s worship, a living and vital revelation of her doctrine about
herself, of her own self-understanding and self-definition. (218-9)
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Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi, Lex Vivendi
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